
Creating an Online Giving 
Page is so easy to do! 
By setting up an Online Giving 
Page, you can invite friends and 
family to donate from wherever 
they live. 

Being a part of Candy Days week-
end is more than a donation of 
money. It is a testament to the 
joyful spirit of Misericordia that 
enables our residents to find new 
opportunities in each day. 

Set up your Online Giving Page by visiting:  
https://secure.frontstream.com/misericordia-candy-days-2021

Support Candy Days 
April 23-24

For the second year, we are 
following safety guidelines and 
are not holding “on the street” 
collections for one of our largest 
fundraising events. But don’t be 
fooled by the empty streets...
there are MANY ways you can 
support Candy Days this year.
   Set up an “Online Giving Page,” 
donate on our website or return 
the envelope in this newsletter. 
   We thank you for the friend-
ship that has enabled us to 
provide quality services to our 
most vulnerable people for 100 
years. Together we can make 
this year’s effort a success!  

CANDY DAYS 2021

Let’s help keep  
#MisericordiaStrong 

The streets may be empty but 
our hearts will be full.

Misericordia is Counting on You!

The streets may be empty but  
our hearts will be full.

Misericordia is Counting on You!



A message from Sister Rosemary

Dear Family and Friends,
Like so many of you, I was very happy to put 2020 behind us and am hopeful 

to see what 2021 has in store! But I must share with you how thankful I am for your 
loving friendship and support throughout a most unprecedented and challenging  
past year. Because of your generosity, we were able to continue providing services  
for our children and adults despite all the restrictions of Covid-19. I know all of you 
have made sacrifices in your own lives, and I am overwhelmed with gratitude for 
your loyalty in the face of such adversity. Thank you.

2021 already looks better. On February 4, we offered the second Moderna  
vaccine to our residents and staff, and it looks as if we are on our way to a “new  
normal.” I, for one, will never again take the “ordinary day” for granted.

We have many things to look forward to in 2021! First and foremost, we want  
to celebrate Misericordia’s 100th Year Anniversary. Just as most of our 2020 fund- 
raisers were changed into virtual events, in the months to come we will be sharing 
ways to celebrate this historic milestone. The same is true for Lois Gates’ 50th  
Anniversary at Misericordia. It seems impossible that a 49-year-old woman can be celebrating such an anniversary, but  
Misericordia is a place of dreams and miracles, and Lois has certainly been a dream and a miracle to all.

Soon it will be Candy Days, and once again it will be a “virtual” event. Already many families have made fundraising 
pages. But you don’t have to be a family to create a page for Misericordia! We will be most grateful for all you can do to  
support this major event – and for sharing this message with your family and friends.

Lastly, we are making wonderful progress on the Misericordia Hearts & Flour Bakery and Café located just two blocks 
south of Misericordia’s main entrance. We hope to open its doors in early summer. Be sure to stop in or “drive-thru” as soon 
as we are open for business. We will keep you informed as the date approaches.

Through all the changes of the past year, many things remain the same at Misericordia. We still work diligently to provide 
challenge and dignity in a loving environment on our beautiful campus and neighborhood CILAs, for the 600+ residents we 
are privileged to serve. With our Adult Enrichment Program on hold because of COVID-19, we have pivoted to virtual offer-
ings for this most worthy population. And as always, we maintain a Wait List with more than 400 families who are waiting to 
join us, who need and want a Misericordia so desperately. By finding ways to provide work opportunities and build new living 
areas we continue to give peace of mind to families who share our mission. We are determined to do God’s work! And we 
could not do this without you.

I thank God for touching your hearts and bringing you to Misericordia. I pray you stay safe and healthy as we travel this 
journey together. May 2021 surpass our happiest expectations and hopes for the coming year.

God’s blessings on you and yours.
Lovingly,

Sister Rosemary
Sister Rosemary Connelly, RSM
Executive Director

Stay healthy, be there for others — and we will get through this!

Misericordia residents and staff re-
ceived the second round of Covid-19 
vaccinations on Feb. 4th. Thank you 
to our staff and to the leadership team 
for their unwavering dedication and 
commitment to the residents during 
this unprecedented time. We remain 
#MisericordiaStrong because of you.

Winter 2021

Pictured right: Ernie and Neiman received their 
COVID-19 vaccine for others as well as themselves.



Commemorating a proud  
history and new beginnings for 
Misericordia’s Centennial year.
By focusing on the future with grace 
and positivity, the year 2021 will  
include much to celebrate as our 
100th Anniversary year unfolds.
We plan to celebrate as a community,  
in August. Stay tuned for more  
information!

Congratulations Lois! — 50 years of compassion, love and commitment  to Misericordia
The Misericordia of today 
would not exist without the 
hard work and dedication of 
Lois Gates.  Words cannot 
express our gratitude.  Her 
passion for the quality of life 
for each and every resident 
at Misericordia is unsur-
passed. Thank you Lois! 



Generous Secret Santas brought happy to our holidays!

The practice of asking for donations to 
a favorite charity to commemorate the 
death of a loved one is very thoughtful.  
In the past few months, such requests 
have resulted in donations that benefit 
Misericordia. We thank those benefactors 
and their families, and respectfully ask 
that you remember them in your thoughts 
and prayers.
Dorothy M. Ahlberg; Helen P. Andrzejewski; 
Patrick J. Barry; James F. Blackburn;  
James W. Boyle; Virginia C. Boyle; Marianna 
O. Broeker; Ann M. Burke; Rosemary A. 
Caulfield; James B. Cloonan; Ann Louise 
Connelly; Thomas F. Connelly; Brian  
Connolly; John Connolly; Nicholas William 

"Bill" Conrady; Robert G. Dismang; Mary F. 
Fisher; Val A. Gaseor; James A. Geraghty; 
Bernard F. Gerard; Emil G. Giese; Patricia 
Glancey; Mary E. Haley; Patrick J. Harney; 
Betty Hickmann; Marian R. Hogue;  
Rosemary B. Horn; Denene G. Jensen; 
Jeanne N. Jongleux; Scott G. Kendall; Patrick 
B. King; Genevieve Kiolbasa; Georgene 
B. Koblenz; Christine Konopacki Gratzke; 
Donald H. Kraft; James Krekal; Stanley  
J. Kukla Jr.; Anita F. Kutschke; David M. 
Lashway; John M. Littleton; George M.  
Loescher; Arthur G. Loughran; Rita Maginot; 
Michael J. Mahoney; Linda C. Mathes; 
James J. McCarthy; Marian Moran; Eileen 
M. Nelson; Patricia M. Nelson; Loretta B. 
Nolan; Joan K. O’Brien; Adele O’Donnell; 
Mary O’Donnell; Patrick L. O’Donnell; 
Sandra O’Heir; George P. Oswald; James 
W. Palmer; Victor Peccioli; Joan A. Perez; 
Norma Pettinger; Joseph O. Quinn; Ann 
Remijan; Richard Remijan; Mary C. Revane; 
Marianne Riccordino; Lucille Riordan;  
Francesca T. Rodriguez; Sally G. Roth;  
Bruno F. Roti; Jo Ann Ruff; Kimberly 
Shanahan; Dennis M. Sheehan; Brygida 
B. Swiatowiec; Mae R. Tappendorf; Patricia 
Tompkinson; Helen C. Vinovich; Richard 
Weber; Mary Jean Zwick Brace 

Thank you to ALL of the  
Secret Santas that participat-
ed in blessing our residents 
and various departments with 
gifts during the holidays! 

Gifts included resident 
“special requests,” an abun-
dance of gift cards and equip-
ment that will strengthen 
resident programs. These 
individual, family and com-
pany Santas were SO VERY 
GENEROUS — Every wish 
list was granted. We thank you with all our hearts!

Campus Connections! — Newsletter launch for employees 

Misericordia would like to welcome Tiffany Johnson 
to a new position as the Communications Manager. 
Tiffany helps our campus stay engaged and informed. 
She takes part in developing exciting initiatives and 
activities for residents and staff, and she is responsible 
for maintaining Misericordia’s new employee newslet-
ter, Campus Connections. 

Launched in January 2021, Campus Connections 
aims to keep all Misericordia employees up to date 
on weekly and monthly happenings within our orga-
nization. Employees have quickly “leaned in” to this 
newsletter for news across their changing campus and 
find it especially helpful in this time of “social distanc-
ing.” Congratulations!

Tiffany Johnson 
 

(photo taken pre Covid-19)

D I V E R S I T Y

I N C L U S I O N

As we look to prepare for our fu-
ture, Misericordia has embarked on 
a journey of discovery and aware-
ness to identify what we could do 
to be a more inclusive and diverse 
organization.  As we begin this 
journey and define the actions that 
will take place related to our Di-
versity and Inclusion initiative, we 
recognize that we do not have all 

the answers.  However, our goal is 
to strive for a plan that will build 
on a solid foundation of trust and 
collaboration in which all members 
of our Misericordia community, 
including our employees, residents, 
families, volunteers and donors 
feel respected and valued.  We look 
forward to sharing more as our 
plan unfolds.  



 To join us at Mass on Sundays, please visit our  
Facebook page or https://www.youtube.com

Mass with Misericordia Home



We love our volunteers — Thank you for your time,  
dedication to our mission and patience!

Donated by Andy Francis  
of Evergreen KIA 
www.evergreenkia.com

It has been nearly one year since we 
suspended our volunteer opportunities 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Dur-
ing this time, the Volunteer Office has 
been meeting with Administrators to 
consider all avenues to creatively and 
virtually connect with our volunteers. 
As we finalize ways to provide these 
opportunities, we ask that you keep 
an eye on your email for the latest 
information regarding volunteering. We 
want you know that each of you is truly 
missed by the residents and staff here 
at Misericordia and we look forward to 
the day when we invite our volunteers 
back to campus once again!

Student volunteers help out in the Bakery Packaging Program.   (photo taken pre Covid-19)

Tickets are ONLINE ONLY at  
www.misericordia.com
(You will receive an email receipt)
Contact Lois Gates  
at 773-273-4160  
with questions.

Left: Andy Francis of Evergreen KIA has gener-
ously donated a KIA Niro EX  for the Winter Car 
Raffle. Andy has been a extraordinary friend of 
Misericordia before and during this difficult time 
in our history. Andy, we are humbled and grate-
ful for your ongoing support!

Drawing will take place on March19, 2021

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

February 28 | Annual SIBS meeting 
www.misericordia.com

April 23-24 | Candy Days 
https://secure.frontstream.com/misericordia-

candy-days-2021.com

June 14 | Bums Golf Outing
  

www.misericordia.com

June 26 | MFA Annual Benefit  
www.misericordia.com

September 21 | Heart Links Golf Outing  
www.misericordia.com

September 23 | Misericordia Loves Chicago 
www.misericordiawomensauxiliary.org/ 

Due to the changing nature  
of COVID-19 regulations, all events and  

dates are subject to change.



C O N N E C T I O N ★ Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E 
R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y ★ S P I R I T U A L I T Y

The Employee Service Award 
is given to five of Misericor-
dia’s employees each year. 

Nominated by their co-
workers, these individuals 
embody the spirit of Miseri-

cordia and live the core values 
of Connection, Quality of Life, 
Responsibility and Spirituality. 
Congratulations to Jessica 
Potas-Biewer: Staff Develop-
ment; Valerie Stewart:  DSP, 

Village; Kevin Markham: DSP, 
Mercy Glen; Christopher Cen-
teno: DT Instructor and QIDP, 
Community Day Services; and 
Barbara Vialdores: Supervisor, 
Quinlan

Kevin Markham

Barbara VialdoresJessica Potas-Biewer

Valerie Stewart
Christopher Centeno 

Hearts & Flour Bakery and Café  coming soon!

Our new HEARTS & FLOUR BAKERY and CAFÉ on Ridge  
Avenue is less than 1/4 mile from our campus and construction has 
been well underway all winter. When completed, this location will 
be a fully functioning drive-thru bakery that will be supported by our 
residents as they bring their skills learned from our on-campus bakery 
opportunities. We are anticipating opening this summer 2021! Above: Renderings of Hearts & Flour Bakery and Café   

when completed



Misericordia Heartracers 
Gear Up for the 2021 Bank of  
America Chicago Marathon
A team of 75 runners will represent Misericordia 
at the 2021 Bank of America Chicago Marathon 
on Sunday, October 10, 2021. From seasoned 
runners to first-time marathoners, each member 
of this year’s team will raise much-needed 
funds to support Misericordia’s programs and 
services for our 600 residents and 200 Outreach 
Program participants. 
    Year after year, the Misericordia team 
continues to grow both in the number of runners 
and the amount of funds they raise! Choose 
Misericordia as your charity and be part of the 
Heartracers!

● The last day to register as a charity runner 
is May 31, 2021.

●  Runners commit to raising a minimum of 
$1,750.

●  All Heartracers will receive a race day dri-
fit team t-shirt.

●  Heartracers may participate in a training 
program through Clocktower Runners 
(www.clocktowerrunners.org) at no charge.

●  Misericordia will have a designated 
location at the Marathon on race day for 
runners and family to gather.

To find out more about joining the 2021 Chicago 
Marathon Misericordia Heartracers, please contact 
Martha Floberg, Development Officer at  
773-273-4125 or marthaf@misericordia.com.

Holiday Shopping Heroes! 
With options to purchase from 
the Hearts & Flour Bakery, 
SweetShoppe, and Heart to 
Heart online shop, our custom-
ers were able to purchase holi-
day gifts from Misericordia in a 
variety of ways. 

The Hearts & Flour Bakery employees 
did an amazing job baking and ship-
ping countless online orders without our 
usual resident or volunteer workers due 
to COVID-19 restrictions. Thank you all  
for fullfilling those cookie needs of our 
customers this season!

A special thanks to Marcy Twardak and 
Helen Lucaitis for partnering with us on 
social media about the SweetShoppe, 
Online Boutique, and virtual shopping 
events for a group of Corboy & Demetrio 
employees. We invite you to keep 
checking our online boutique and Glen-
view Shoppe for seasonal specials and 
new merchandise.

The SweetShoppe
Holiday shoppers were delighted 
with the gift selection at the Glenview 
SweetShoppe! From Misericordia 
logo items, Christmas cards, amaryllis 
plants and specialty items, the choice 
was plentiful. 
We welcomed newcomers from all areas 
of the city and suburbs who bought gifts 
and bakery goods. And with extended 
hours, we were able to accommodate 
those working from home or the office.    
989 Waukegan Road Glenview, IL 60025

Misericordia was proud to introduce 
the launch of its Heart to Heart online 
boutique, which offered best-selling 
items such as Mis Masks, #Misericor-
diaStrong long sleeve shirts, pajama 
bottoms, cashmere blend ponchos, a 
beautiful selection of gloves, and so 
much more. We are grateful for the 
overwhelming support of our new bou-
tique!  www.misericordia.com

Hearts & Flour Bakery 

Heart to Heart online boutique 



MISERICORDIA | 6300 North Ridge Avenue, Chicago, IL 60660 | 773-973-6300 | misericordia.org

Misericordia is a residential facility serving children and adults with intellectual, developmental and physical disabilities from diverse ethnic, 
religious, racial and socioeconomic backgrounds. A not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization, Misericordia is operated by the Sisters of Mercy under the 
auspices of the Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago. Misericordia is located at 6300 N. Ridge, Chicago, IL 60660, 773-973-6300. You can find Miseri-
cordia on the internet at misericordia.com. The Misericordia Newsletter is published quarterly. Please send any comments about the newsletter 
to kathyw@misericordia.com or to 6300 N. Ridge Ave., Chicago, IL 60660. If you would like to add, remove or change your contact information on the 
newsletter mailing list, please contact Peter Behle at 773-273-2768 or peterb@misericordia.com.

Thank you to our  
Heart of Mercy Ball Sponsors

Silver Sponsors- $25,000
Chicago Laborers’ 

District Council (LiUNA!)

“In Search of a Cure”
Emerald Sponsors- $10,000

First Midwest Bank / John Twohy

Sharon and Tom Taylor

Midwest Mechanical

John Butler and Lisa Masucci

The Kissane Family

Ellen O’Connor

Already, 2021 has brought us the wonder-
ful gift of the Women’s Auxiliary “All You 
Need is Love” virtual wine tasting event on 
February 12th, and the Women’s League 
hosted their “Heart of Gold - A Night at 
the Races” virtual event on February 26th. 
   We are grateful to 
Auxiliary President, 
Ann Waris and Event 
Co-Chairs, Vanja St. 
Clair, Beth Bruns, and 
Laura Tillotson and 
Women’s League 
President Ann Weithers, 
Event Co-Chairs Diane 
Campion, Ann Cohen, 
and Catie Lee and 
all their committees 

for their wonderful, entertaining and highly 
successful events made possible through 
many hours of planning and hard work. They 
always succeed in making their events ones 
in which people want to take part. How 
blessed we are!

A note from Sister Rosemary and Lois Gates

Look for full recaps in the  
next newsletter!

Santa is a very close friend of the  
Harrington family. This year he invited 
them to ride along on his parade through 
the Misericordia campus to greet our 
residents. Nothing stops Santa!   
 
#MisericordiaStrong


