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A message from Sister Rosemary Connelly
Dear Family and Friends,
Yes, this has been a most difficult time for all of us! We Americans pride
ourselves on living very independent lives. To be so restricted by government mandates is surely a new experience! We are so accustomed to having
schedules for important events. Now, we are engaged in one of the most
significant events in our lives, yet no one can tell us when it will end!! We
definitely are not in “control” and this is hard for us to accept! So what do
we do?
For those who have no faith in God – especially the God of Mystery – I
have no answers. For those of us who believe in God’s unconditional love
for each of us, we know there are lessons to be learned. The answer to these
questions can probably be found in the lives of people like the children and
adults of Misericordia. For one of their most endearing qualities is that they
“trust.” Most have come from families who have loved them unconditionally.
Many have only known “love” and this continues at Misericordia.
Humbled by the outpouring of support
Our children and adults don’t worry about tomorrow. They expect all
from our friends and neighbors,
to be well! They don’t need answers – but they definitely need answering
Misericordia would like to offer our
people in their lives. They are people of “hope.” They are people of “trust.”
thanks for the many gifts that have
They are people who know how to love and how to be loved. They know
arrived for our residents and staff in
how to wait. Those who remained at Misericordia during this difficult time
the last few months! (please see page 9)
seemed happy. Many missed their families but compensated with the loving
care received from the staff and the desired companionship of each other.
During this most difficult time, they continued to live good and involved lives, even though confined to campus. What a credit this
is to our most competent and caring staff under the leadership of Mary Pat O’Brien and her administrators: Chris Krackenberger,
Denise Tigges, Joe Ferrara, Michael Diaz, Tina Stendardo, Geana Connelly and Abby Murray. How blessed we are!
A special thank you to each of you who have continued to support us in so many different and creative ways. Cancelling all of
our yearly fundraisers since February was frightening but necessary. But you, our Misericordia Family, never walked away! Under
the leadership of Lois Gates, Kevin Connelly and Fr. Jack Clair and their teams, our fundraising efforts – all virtual – have been
successful. This is especially true since we have now begun the development of our 3 ½ acre property on Thome Street– formerly
known as the Unity Church property – with construction of new residential homes which will enable us to reach out to more families on our waiting list. The need is great and our waiting list is long!
Please pray that we can continue to recruit compassionate, competent and loving staff for direct care! It is especially difficult
work (as many of you are aware) and we need people not looking for a “job” but looking to make a difference. They are out there as we know because of our success in having the loving staff we do claim to call our own. Please keep this intention in your prayers.
Thank you, dear Misericordia Family. Remember, this too will pass and then we’ll have a great
celebration! God be with you and yours. Please wear a mask!
Lovingly,

Sister Rosemary

Sister Rosemary Connelly, RSM
Executive Director

Thank you, too, for your support of me and my family during our recent time of personal loss.

Our Community of Believers Moves Forward Together

Keep
Misericordia
Strong

Pictured below: Our friend
Andy Francis of Evergreen
KIA has generously donated
a 2020 KIA Soul S for the car
raffle. Thank you Andy, for
your continued support!
Please refer to the insert
enclosed in this newsletter
for Cash and Car raffle
information.

Late summer is usually a flurry of activity at Misericordia with the anticipation
of our largest fundraising event, Family
Fest. This year things are different. As
with so many gatherings, for the health
and safety of all involved, our Family
Fest will not be held in 2020.
During this global health crisis,
Misericordia has remained strong —
offering our residents a beautiful and
safe environment filled with dignity,
meaningful activities, education and excellent care. The ongoing needs of our
most vulnerable people do not change

In honor of our staff:
You have chosen to embrace those
entrusted to your care without
reservation. It doesn’t seem to
matter if those you care for will ever
be able to thank you or say the
words “I love you.” You have bonded
with them, with your eyes and with
your smile. They are “yours.”
You are our heroes!

to meet the times. Instead, we rise to
fulfill our commitment to provide them
a quality of “Life Worth Living!” This
mission is at the heart of our Keep
Misericordia Strong Campaign.
We invite you to help us raise the
$20 million needed each year to continue the programs and care that Misericordia is known for. There are many
ways to be a part of Keep Misericordia
Strong, including a Cash and Car raffle,

Sponsorship Opportunities, T-Shirts and
yard sign sales.
Please refer to the enclosed insert for
more information on how you can be a
part of this much-needed effort!
We hope to be together next year for
our 40th Anniversary Family Fest 2021
and Misericordia’s 100th year celebrations. Until then, we know that we
can count on you to help Keep Misericordia Strong! For information about
becoming a corporate sponsor, please
contact Fr. Jack at 773-273-4165 or
frjack@misericordia.com

Thome Avenue
property

Making room for new possibilities
Striving to meet the needs of families requesting placement
for their loved ones with developmental disabilities is a vital
part of our mission. Through generous private donations, we
are now moving forward with plans for the development of
our 3½ acre property on Thome Ave. (former site of Unity
Church). The location has been cleared, and construction on
our new residential homes will begin soon.
Construction is also
underway on the Drivethru Bakery on 6130 N.
Ravenswood Ave. Stay
tuned for updates on
these and other exciting
projects in the coming
months.

The property
on Ravenswood
Avenue will soon
be transformed
into Misericordia’s
Drive-thru Coffee
and Bakery

Candy Days — Finding the positive in a challenging situation was just
business as usual at Misericordia as
the weekend of Candy Days approached
last April. For the well-being of volunteer
groups and families, “hitting the streets”
could not happen this
year. Bill Kelley and
the Jelly Belly Candy
Company continued their
tradition of donating bags
of Jelly Belly jellybeans,
which were SO appreciated!
Despite these setbacks, our Community
of Believers went ahead
anyway to produce an AMAZING Candy Days effort this
year. Through FirstGiving pages, and the effective leadership
of our “army” of volunteers, fundraising goals this year were
successful!
The support of Candy Days during a time when so many
are struggling reminds us that we are able to continue because of the generous people who share our ministry!

The Extraordinary MFA Community celebrates the spirit

Beth Merlo and Holly Jennings

The Misericordia Family
Association chose to “embrace the different” and
bring something wonderful
into the world this year!
When the MFA 60th Annual

Sister Rosemary Connelly

Laurie and Bill McCarthy

Mary Pat O’Brien

Benefit went online on
Saturday, June 20, the Mis
social network was ready to
bring support and funding to
our mission!
The presentation includ-

ed a happy hour, celebrity
guests, music, auction, and
car and cash raffle. Highlights were guest appearances
by Misericordia residents,
and an inspirational message

of encouragement and support by our dear Sister Rosemary. The Shannon Rovers
performed, featuring Ryan J.,
his mom Holly, and Charlie
C. on the keyboard!

Lou Manfredini

Mayor Lori Lightfoot

2020 Misericordia Family Benefit Sponsors
Presenting Sponsors

Virtual Benefit Sponsors

Steven & Janis Hersh Family & Friends
$100,000+
Mary Anne & Ken Schuster
$20,000
The Calabrese Family
Zia’s Trattoria, Café Touche’,
Zia’s Lago Vista, Beacon Tap
$15,000

The Vodopic Family: $8,500
$5,000
Figliulo Family
Sue Nesbitt
Connie & Rick Nash
Baird Private Wealth Management,
Terry and Sharon Horan
The Early Family
Friends & Family of Ross Tomasik
The Jennings Family
Althoff Industries
Family of Sarah Dillon
The Moery Family
Paul & Kathy Moore
The Chapman Foundation
Family & Friends of Karen Flohra:
In honor of Matt Halleran

Heartfelt Heroes
$10,000
John Butler & Lisa Masucci
Mark & Barb Cabin
Howard Gilbert
Matt Hayes & Katie Seigenthaler
Gina & Peter Murany
Friends of Paul Swanson
The Veldman Family
WINTRUST, Chicago’ s Bank

People like you made the
dream come true!

of connection and generosity that continue to inspire!

Ron Masterson, Scott Thompson
and Jim Capraro

Grateful thanks go to
Benefit Chairs Beth Merlo
and Holly Jennings, whose
creative leadership made
changing course during a
difficult situation look easy

Joe Maddon

The Shannon Rovers

with their hard work, grace
and sense of fun!
Thanks also to MFA
Chair-couple Laurie and Bill
McCarthy, to MFA Fundraising chairs Louis and Barbara

Caroline Kennedy

Goldman, Adbook chairs
Elliot and Kate Kaufman,
Mary Piemonte, and Patty
Rameriz and to all the committees that worked so hard
to make this night a success.

The Raffle Drawing

And an extra thank you to
Jim Capraro for his work and
guidance on video production, and our “behind the
scenes” tech crew!

Saquon Barkley and Grant Haley

Mike Ditka

Many thanks to our generous friends
Brett Matthews and Jim Spellman
of Dupage Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram,
who donated the 2020 Jeep Compass
Latitude for the car raffle.

Co-chairs Holly Jennings and Beth Merlo with
Ryan, Shea, and Bella

Thank you to the leadership of MFA Liaison Mary Pat O’Brien, Sister Rosemary
Connelly and Executive Team members Lois Gates and Kevin Connelly for making Misericordia’s first virtual benefit come together and to Father Jack Clair for
his words of prayer.
To all donors and participants in the benefit during this unprecedented time in
Misericordia’s history:

Congratulations and THANK YOU!

Heart of Gold with a Touch of Country — a huge success!
Last February the Misericordia Women’s League hosted
their annual fundraiser at
the Hilton Oak Brook Hills
Resort. The Ryan sisters of
Hinsdale were awarded the

“Heart of Gold Award” for
their many years of love and
support for Misericordia, in
memory of their dear sister
Jean Marie Ryan.
The event took place
before the quarantine order
began, and was a fabulous
and successful night full of

fun and fond memories.
Grateful thanks and
congratulations go to the
Women’s League leadership
and committee.
Misericordia is so fortunate to have such devoted
support as we look toward
the future together!

Caption

Heart of Gold with a Touch of Country
was a big success, raising a total of over
$650,000 for Misericordia, surpassing
their goal once again this year!
Above, from left to right, back row:
Nancy Jacob, Misericordia Women’s
League President and Ann Weithers,
Event Co-Chair. Front row: Event
Co-Chairs: Diane Fritz, Janet Meyer and
Theresa McClear

Hello Sister! Fun for the

entire campus on a sunny
summer day

In a loving gesture of appreciation,
all of Misericordia came out of “cabin
fever” to greet Sister Rosemary with
a surprise parade on a beautiful day
in July.
It was a joyful moment, as each residential cohort was able to celebrate
and say hello (from a safe social
distance!)

From left to right Grace Glan,
Sister Rosemary Connelly, Lois
Gates and Julie O’Sullivan

Left: The Misericordia Heartbreakers
put on a performance that wowed
the country crowd

Misericordia’s Women’s Auxiliary

and another wonderful ride!

The Women’s Auxiliary has been a marvelous friend to
Misericordia over the past year. Raising funds at Christmas,
hosting the annual First Look for Charity evening at the
Chicago Auto Show, even providing lunches for the Misericordia staff during the “Shelter in Place!” These are but a few
examples of the spirit of generosity, time and treasure that
embody the organization. Thank you all from everyone at
Misericordia for another great year!

The leadership team of the First Look for Charity event: (from
left) Kathy Dodd, Georgia Heisinger, Janice Kavanaugh and
Nancy Connelly

Social distancing was no problem for the Women’s Auxiliary as they
arranged a parade and check presentation to Sister Rosemary this
summer.

The Women’s Auxiliary celebrated with a year-end event “drive-by” to say hello to each other and
to Sister Rosemary!
Pictured above, Auxiliary president Kathy Dodd presented a check to Sister Rosemary and Lois
Gates for over $490,000, all for the benefit of the children and adults of Misericordia.
A big thank you goes out to Auxiliary member Sue Hartemeyer, who opened her neighborhood
and driveway for this event!

PLANNED GIVING
Have you remembered
Misericordia in your estate plan?

Bequests and other planned gifts are an
important source of funds to assure the
continuation and growth of Misericordia.
If you want to learn more about ways to
include Misericordia in your estate plan,
please call or email:
Bob Bourke at 773-273-4173
robertb@misericordia.com
You can also learn more by visiting
the Planned Giving page at
www.misericordia.com.

Art Speaks — and

the show must go on!
The venue has changed, but
the show is on! Please join
the Misericordia Siblings
Association as they host their
annual silent auction virtually this year. Let’s celebrate
the courage and optimism of
our resident artists who have
worked hard on their masterpieces and can’t wait to show
them off! The online showcase will not disappoint!
Paintings, ceramics/3D art,
photography and jewelry, all
created by resident artists
will be available for online
bidding. Gift products will
also be featured online.
Thanks to SIBs president
Kelly Mayer, Event chairs
Caitlin Deptula, Bob and Jim
Snediker, Co-chair Sheila
Canavan, Bill Meyer, Julie
O’Sullivan, our generous
sponsors – our presenting
sponsor The Mazza Foundation – and the entire SIBs
committee for their hard
work on this event!

Chicago Skyline 16”x20”
painting on canvas by Scott S.

™
Big Sur 20”x24”
painting on canvas by Scott M.

Tuesday, September 29, 2020
Celebrate Chicago 24”x36” Signature Piece for 2020

Please visit our website at
www.misericordia.com
for more information

PRESENTING SPONSOR AND HONORARY CHAIR : MAZZA FOUNDATION

SUPPORTING SPONSORS: FGMK/NETRIX FAMILY OF COMPANIES | THE VILLERS FAMILY
GRAND SPONSORS: THE HACKETT-LIEN FAMILY | THE MEAD FAMILY | NORTHERN TRUST | WALTER E. HELLER FOUNDATION
GRAND SPONSORS IN-KIND: AMERICAN AIRLINES | THE LOCK UP SELF STORAGE | PRACTICAL ANGLE FRAMING
ALL-WAYS QUICK PRINT | CHICAGO SHOW, INC. | LAKE COUNTY PRESS | PRINTPOST, INC.

Art too pretty not to share — keeping a sense of community
Residents who work in Misericordia’s
Art Department have been able to
continue their projects, thanks to their
instructors from Community Day Services (formerly Developmental Training) who have stepped up to work
residentially during the pandemic.
Residents living in the Shannon
Apartments recently completed two
projects that are part of installations

now on display in downtown Chicago
and Lake Bluff.
Congratulations to all of our artists
and their instructors for making it
possible to continue fostering their
creativity and passion for art. Great
job everyone!
Right: Mark works on Misericordia’s entry for
Special Olympics Illinois “Ducks on the Mag Mile”
art installation.

Support in challenging times
Misericordia would like to thank our friends, families and neighbors from the community for the abundance of love and
support that has been shown to us. From hand sanitizers, home-sewn masks, lunches and PPEs, the gifts to our residents
and staff will never be forgotten. Although we cannot list everyone here, please know that we are grateful for your kindness! Thank you!

Above: The finished product, titled “Rainbow
Connection.” It will be on display through
September 27 on Michigan Ave.

Above: Jill paints details with Instructor Melissa
Barron on a project called “Pup Art,” to be displayed
all through September in Lake Bluff. Our dog was
named “Mizzy” by the residents of Misericordia!

Pat Martin

Born February 9, 1937
Born into Eternal Life May 10, 2020

“She who wants to do good, knocks at the gate;
She who loves finds the gate open.”- R. Tagore Thakur
Pat was a woman of great faith who
loved her family and friends, and cherished the fun times they spent together.
She was a woman of many talents.
Pat was the Co-Founder and dedicated
volunteer of the Misericordia Twice
Blest Thrift Shop that opened in Palatine 40 years ago. She was also the
organizer of Misericordia Candy Days
in Palatine. She would plan friends’
birthdays and anniversary celebrations,

Robert B. Connolly

Born July 30, 1928
Born into Eternal Life May 29, 2020

and there were many. She was the best
twister and jitterbug dancer of all time
and was always the life of the party.
Friends remember Pat as the glue
that kept everything and everyone
together. To quote from her favorite
song sung at every celebration, “Que
Sera Sera whatever will be will be, the
future’s not ours to see…”
Please remember Sister Rosemary in
the loss of her dear sister Pat.

“Don’t cry because Bob is gone, smile because Bob was here.”
Robert Brendan Connolly was a man of
many accomplishments, devoted to his
family, friends and to Misericordia.
Bob’s work inspired an army of relatives and non-relatives alike to support
Misericordia. Although he was humble
about his legacy, his vision and knowledge were responsible for helping the
Misericordia Heart of Mercy campus
become one of the premiere facilities in
the world for persons with developmental disabilities. Bob approached every
project as if he was creating a home for
his own son or daughter, and for the

Social distancing? No problem! The
residents fill their day with fun and
educational projects, keeping their
skills sharp with help from staff
and technology!
Whether the day brings art, science,
a new recipe or online exercises, each
day is different and fulfilling.
A huge thanks to our always amazing staff for their creativity and commitment to the health and well-being of
our residents.

past 35 years, his dear son Brian has
called Misericordia home.
Bob and his beloved wife Kathryn
(nee Connelly) raised a loving family
of seven children and were adored by
fourteen grandchildren and three greatgrandchildren.
Bob was dearly loved and will always
be remembered for the humor and fun
he found in life and generously shared
with family and countless friends.
Please remember Sister Rosemary in
the loss of her brother-in-law Bob.

Above: Mike is busy keeping up his math skills with
technology-enabled remote learning, while (right)
Andy observes an ongoing science project.

The practice of asking for donations to a favorite charity to commemorate the
death of a loved one is very thoughtful. In the past few months, such requests
have resulted in donations that benefit Misericordia. We thank those benefactors
and their families, and respectfully ask that you remember them in your thoughts
and prayers.
Anna Ahern; Kenneth C. Alexander; Jeanne
M. Benner; Cesare Bernardi; Harold
C. Bernth; John Best; Agnes C. Blaney;
James J. Blaney; Joanne M. Boehm; Renee
K. Borge; Ethlyn P. Botti; Helen L. Boyle;
Marilyn Brankin; Michael L. Brennan; Trina A.
Brickman; William J. Brown; Leonard Burg;
Marjorie Bycraft; Phyllis Cashman; Patrick M.
Cavanaugh; Domenico Ciucci; Jane D. Clark;
Genevieve E. Colleran; Noreen A. Conway;
Patricia M. Corcoran; Mary A. Cronin; John W.
Crotty; James C. Crouse; Dennis P. Curtin;
James T. Day; Jack P. DeFrancesco; Tricia
M. Dolph; Joan Donohoe; Bernard J. Dost;
Carole Drew; Eleanor A. Dumentat; Thomas
J. Dwyer; Cynthia A. Ebert; Geoffrey Eysenbach; Eugene J. Fahey; Yvonne Faster; John
H. Fergus; Timothy Ferrara; Myron Frishman;
Mary Anne Gallagher; Margaret A. Goebelt;
Edward J. Gorski; James Grant; Anne F.
Grgich; Robert O. Grim; Nancy Handler;
Audrey Hawkinson; Bernice R. Healy; Welda
Hedrick; Elizabeth J. Heffernan; Margaret
Heneghan; Linda Hillsman; Frances Hoffman; Glenn Holmblad; Lillian Houle; Patricia
A. Howe; Germaine Hubick; Michael F.
Hughes; John Hurley; Robert E. Immen; John
J. Impens; Corinne E. James; Joan Johnson; Michael F. Kalafut; Joanne G. Kmiotek;
Dorothy A. Krafft; Peter J. Kuypers; Mary B.
LaLiberty; David L. Laube; Mary Ellen Lavin;

Rita Lawless; Stephen B. Lawlor, Jr.; Maurice
J. Leahy; Keith S. Leeders; Marilyn P. Lehmann; Mitchel J. Lewin; Margery Livingstone;
Cameron Livingstone; John Lucas; Ruth F.
Lyons; Kathleen C. Madden; Leo V. Magrini;
Rosemary Mahoney; Richard J. Malacina;
Elizabeth A. Malik; Patricia A. Martin; Anne
Mather; Nora T. McDermott; Ann C. McGovern; Marilyn G. McGrath; Bridget McGuane;
Bruce McKeever; Hugh F. McLaughlin; John
J. McLaughlin; MaryAnn Mierzwinski; John E.
Morrissey; Daniel E. Murphy; Loretta Murray; Virgil C. Needham; Cynthia S. Niehaus;
Patricia C. Novielli; Jack O’Leary; William
J. O’Neill; Richard F. Piasecki; Catherine B.
Rath; Dorothy L. Reynolds; Mary F. Reynolds; Madelyn Rodgers; Margaret I. Rooney;
Marilyn Scallon; Virginia Schmidt; Walter
T. Schmit; Kenneth R. Schuster; Charles T.
Scott; Suzanne M. Smith; Albert W. Spranger;
Margaret J. Stanton; Bernadina Storino; June
H. Studzinski; Michael A. Sullivan; Betty
Swanson; Lawrence J. Swiech; Sophie Tamason; Joseph R. Tardif; Theresa Tipperreiter;
Eleanor Tomasetti; Sheila F. Tomaszewski;
Colman F. Travers; Thomas J. Tully; Anna
Vasser; Paul J. Wallace; Jeanne C. Walsh;
Joseph Wendt; Michael Westphal; Frank J.
Wiedner; Robert W. Wilson; Robert S. Wolf;
Caitlin Zech

In remembrance of
those we have lost
in recent months that
will be forever missed;
There will be a future
time when we will gather
together again to honor
their life stories.

To join us at Mass on Sundays,
please visit or our Facebook page or
https://www.youtube.com
Mass with Misericordia Home

17th Annual
Heart Links Open
Federal employees
nationwide can
pledge
donations
to Misericordia
Our CFC code is 43851

October 5, 2020
Olympia Fields North & South
and Flossmoor Country Clubs

September 15, 2020
Shoreacres, Lake Bluff, IL

Please check our website regarding updated details for
these currently scheduled golf outings
www.misericordia.com

Misericordia Women’s Board — Keeping the Ball rolling

MISERICORDIA WOMEN’S BOARD

HEART OF MERCY VIRTUAL BALL 2020
WEDNESDAY EVENING, OCTOBER 14, 2020

Honoring our devoted Misericordia staff
This year, the Virtual adaptation of our
Heart of Mercy Ball will be on Wednesday, October 14, 2020. Private rooms will
be virtually filled beginning at 6:00 p.m.,
and when the clock strikes 7:00 p.m., we

Bennetta Kelly, President

Jackie Kissane, Ball Chair

will join a thousand friends and celebrity
guests of the Misericordia Women’s Board
to honor our dedicated Misericordia staff.
An enchanted evening is promised
as we gather virtually to raise awareness

Susan Baker, Ball Co-chair

and financial support for the children and
adults of Misericordia Home.
For more information please visit:
www.heartofmercyball.org

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Summer fun continues on the Misericordia
campus, where the gardens are starting to
produce, and there is always time for baking
cookies!

WOMEN’S GOLF
RAFFLE
October 5th, 2020
There is no Golf Outing planned for this
year. Instead, the Women’s Golf Committee will be holding a raffle this year in
place of their annual outing. There will
be great prizes! Check our website and
Facebook page for details to come.
https://www.facebook.com/
misericordiaheartofmercy/
www.Misericordia.com

Holidays 2020

Due to the unpredictable
nature of current events,
there will be no holiday
brunches or shopping
held at Misericordia this year. You can
still purchase gifts online, including Mis
wear, Bakery items and Christmas
cards and plants!
Information will be coming soon about
Holiday Shopping at our online store

Celebrating the 4th of July in style!

Misericordia is a residential facility serving children and adults with intellectual, developmental and physical disabilities from diverse ethnic, religious, racial and
socioeconomic backgrounds. A not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization, Misericordia is operated by the Sisters of Mercy under the auspices of the Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago. Misericordia is located at 6300 N. Ridge, Chicago, IL 60660, 773-973-6300. You can find Misericordia on the Internet at misericordia.com. The
Misericordia Newsletter is published quarterly. Please send any comments about the newsletter to kathyw@misericordia.com or to 6300 N. Ridge Ave., Chicago,
IL 60660. If you would like to add, remove or change your contact information on the newsletter mailing list, please contact Peter Behle at 773-273-2768 or peterb@
misericordia.com.
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