
Christmas Memories  
bring grateful reflection on the 

many people who blessed 
Misericordia in 2018.  

Wishing you a promising 
and fulfilling New Year!



Winter 2019A message from Sister Rosemary Connelly
Dear Family and Friends,

A new year is upon us and we continue to thank God for touching the hearts of “you,” our good and generous family 
members and friends! You give us the confidence to face the future with great faith!

We know we’re doing God’s work and, therefore, we believe in our future. Reaching out to some of the hundreds 
of families now on our residential waiting list is one of our major goals for 2019. We also will continue working on two 
other major residential and employment opportunities, which will enable us to provide additional residential homes and 
employment opportunities for those families waiting. This will include our drive-thru bakery located at 6124 N. Raven-
swood and the development of the 3 ½ acres of newly purchased property for new residences on Thome Street. These 
last two projects will begin in 2019 but will not be completed until 2020.

Your loving friendship and generous support give us the courage to accept additional pressures involved in maintain-
ing “the highest standard of care” for our residents. We believe that they not only have the right to life but to one worth 
living. That has been and always will be why Misericordia is so blessed!

I wish everyone who supports us so generously could witness the “joy of families” who have been on our waiting 
list for admission, and finally there is an opening for their most vulnerable member. This brings them great peace and 
we feel blessed to share this loved individual with his/her family! Although 20% of our residential population have no 
families or come from poverty, our Family and Siblings organizations are the best in the country.

We thank God for all that is, was, and will be here at Misericordia. When I drive around our beautiful campus, being 
aware that there are also thirteen lovely homes in vari-
ous neighborhoods, I am in awe of God’s goodness to us 
through “you,” His loving and generous believers. How 
blessed we are to claim you as our own.

May this New Year be filled with God’s blessings for 
you and yours! Thank you for believing in us!

Lovingly,

Sister Rosemary Connelly, RSM
Executive Director

2018 was a busy year for Together for Choice as we 
worked diligently to share our message and educate state 
and federal legislators and bureaucrats on the importance 
of choice for individuals with intellectual and developmen-
tal disabilities in where to work, live and socialize. However, 
more work is needed in 2019 as we are faced with a new 
Congress and General Assembly.  In addition to connect-

ing with lawmakers across the United States, Together for Choice is committed to growing 
our voice by increasing membership and expanding our work regionally for 2019. Our voice is 
being heard, but in order for our work to make an impact our efforts need to expand.  
To learn more about Together for Choice, please visit our website at www.togetherforchoice.org 
where you will find our mission, videos from our 2018 TFC Conference, and information about 
how to become a sponsor. We need your support to keep this movement going. For questions 
please contact Geana Connelly at geanac@misericordia.com.

From left: Ashley Kim, Scott Mendel and 
Geana Connelly, TFC Board members.

Winter update



Misericordia is counting on you! 
The support and advocacy for the 
mission of Misericordia is vital to 
maintaining the excellent care 
and loving environment that is 
our hallmark. Within the uncertain 
and often divisive political climate 
of today, the needs of the most 
vulnerable — people with intellec-
tual, developmental and physical 
disabilities — remain the same! 
They depend on us to continue to 
provide full and productive lives at 
their  “Misericordia home.” 
   Please join us, as volunteers 
from every walk of life fan out 
across Chicagoland on April 26 
and 27, 2019, distributing Jelly 
Belly jelly beans in exchange for 
donations from the community that 
benefit our 600 children and adults. 
Bill Kelley and the Jelly Belly 
Candy Co. have again generously 
donated 1.2 million bags of jelly 
beans for Candy Days weekend!

 
To volunteer:  
Call 773-273-2768 or 

email: candydays@misericordia.com

Candy Days 2019 needs your  
support on April 26-27

Call 773-273-2768 or email: 
candydays@misericordia.com

Creating a FirstGiving  
account is important —  
and so easy to do!  
By setting up a FirstGiving 
account, you can invite  
friends and family to  
donate from wherever  
they live. 

Being a part of Candy Days week-
end on April 26-27 is more than a 
donation of time or money. It is a 
testament to the joyful spirit of  
Misericordia that enables our  
residents to find new opportunities 
in each day.  
   Please help to make Candy 
Days 2019 the most successful 
yet with FirstGiving. 

Create your FirstGiving account for 2019 Candy Days by visiting:  
https://www.firstgiving.com/misericordia/2019-misericordia-candy-days. 
Contact Sister Genemarie Beegan at sgenemarie@misericordia.com or 
773-273-4711 with questions.



The Red Heart Bash – No broken hearts at 
this party!

Sr. Rosemary Connelly Service Medallion 
Jay and Colleen Doherty, pictured with their family,  

(from left to right) Ignatius, Joseph, Rosalie and Jay Junior

Misericordia’s Executive team pictured from left: Mary Pat O’Brien, Father Jack Clair, Sister  
Rosemary Connelly, Lois Gates, and Kevin Connelly.

The Misericordia Young Profession-
als Council (MYPC) welcomed over 
300 guests to their 4th Annual Red 
Heart Bash event on October 12 at 
the Montgomery Club. This dynamic 
group raised over $55,000 for Miseri-
cordia this year!
The 2018 Red Heart Recipient was 
awarded to The Law Offices of 
Storino, Ramello, & Durkin, and the 2018 MYPC Spirit Award recipient 
was Paul Grusecki. Congratulations and thank you for your leadership 
and dedication to the residents of Misericordia.
The 2018 Red Heart Bash committee, pictured left to right are: Ryan Cull, Julie 
O’Sullivan, Paul Grusecki, Maureen Longeran, Eric Bacon, Elizabeth Foran, and JR 
Snyder. 

The Misericordia Women’s Board welcomed 
almost 900 guests to the Hilton Chicago for their 
2018 Heart of Mercy Ball while raising over $1 
million to benefit the children and adults of Mi-
sericordia. 
   Thanks to our friends and supporters Rob 
Johnson of CBS 2 and Lou Manfredini of WGN 
who did a wonderful job as our MC’s for the 
night. Many thanks also to Hamilton star Miguel 
Cervantes who gave honored guests and attendees 
a thrill by joining the great Misericordia Heart-
breakers on stage! 
   Grateful thanks go to Misericordia Women’s 
Board President Felice Madda; Jacque Simon, 
2018 Ball Co-Chair; and Margie Hodur, 2018 Ball 
Co-Chair for a fantastic night!

Misericordia’s Administrative team pictured from left: Kay Golden , Joe Ferrara, 
Tina Stendardo, Geana Connelly, Chris Hegg Krackenberger, Michael Diaz, and 
Denise Tigges.

  The Heart of Mercy Ball 2018  Cheers to a great night and the untapped possibilities      



The Employee Service Award is given to five 
of Misericordia’s employees each year. 
Nominated by their coworkers, these in- 
dividuals embody the spirit of Misericordia 
and live the core values of Connection, 
Quality of Life, Responsibility and Spirituality. 
Congratulations to: Joan Walker, DSP, 
Village; Marcia Reinhard, DT Supervisor, 
Graceful Living; Sarah Peters, Art Therapist, 
Behavior Therapy; Tracy Thomas, DSP, 
Shannon Apartments; and Dawn Matke, 
Reception and Social Service, McAuley.

  Employee Service Awards

Marcia ReinhardJoan Walker Sarah Peters Tracy Thomas Dawn Matke

“Joan is a blessing to us. She 
puts each resident first and 
goes above and beyond to 
make sure all of their needs 
are met.”

“Marcia has an amazing ability 
to bring out happiness and 
humor in our residents as well 
as our staff. She brings out the 
best in all whom she is near!”

“Sarah goes above and beyond 
for anyone she interacts with 
in the most thoughtful way pos-
sible. She is compassionate, 
kind and caring when providing 
guidance to residents and 
staff.”

“Tracy is a source of calm, 
tranquility and kindness and is 
a steadfast presence for all of 
us. She leads by example and 

maintains such a positive at-
titude it is difficult to not follow.”

“Dawn has worked in many ar-
eas of Misericordia and always 
has the same enthusiasm for 
each position. She is joyful 
when dealing with residents 
and staff, her thoroughness, 
competency and kindness is 
so impressive.”

Pillars of the Community Award 
ComEd, accepted by Anne Pramaggiore, pictured 

(at right) with Jessica F.

Heart of Mercy Award 
Andy Gloor of Sterling Bay  

with Mara Gloor

Jacque Simon, 2018 Ball Co-Chair; Felice Madda, 
Misericordia Women’s Board President; and Margie 

Hodur, 2018 Ball Co-Chair 

Stacy and Rob Johnson,  
of CBS 2

Mary Beth and Lou Manfredini,  
of WGN

Kelly and Miguel Cervantes,  
star of “Hamilton”

PLANNED GIVING
Have you remembered  

Misericordia in your estate plan?
Bequests and other planned gifts are an 
important source of funds to assure the 
continuation and growth of Misericordia. 
If you want to learn more about ways to 
include Misericordia in your estate plan, 
please call or email:

Bob Bourke at 773-273-4173  
robertb@misericordia.com

You can also learn more by visiting  
the Planned Giving page at  

www.misericordia.com.

of the year ahead



Eileen Mitchell, president of AT&T Illinois, presents Father Jack with a generous 
gift for Misericordia. Thanks to our friends at AT&T for volunteering in our bakery 
during the busy holiday season and throughout the year. 

Glenview Village President Jim Pat-
terson sampled a holiday treat  
at Misericordia’s Sweet♥Shoppe  
in Glenview. Stop in at 989  
Waukegan Road!

Thanks to Bauer Hockey for granting a holiday wish for Blackhawks Captain Jonathan 
Toews — to spend time with his pals at Misericordia! Jonathan and Blackhawks star 
Patrick Kane spent the day working alongside residents at Misericordia’s Bakery.  
Jonathan and Patrick are pictured above with their friends on that busy day!

State Representative Frances Hurley 
(pictured here with Matt and Molly) 
took in a Heartbreakers performance.

Misericordia models strike a happy pose at Bloomingdale’s Michigan Avenue 
store to help the Women’s Board kick off the shopping season by giving 10% of 
purchases to Misericordia for 3 days! Many thanks to our friends at Bloomingdale’s 
on 900 N. Michigan Ave!

A great night was spent at the United Center cheering on the Chicago Bulls where 
50 die-hard fans from Misericordia had a blast! We are so  grateful to our good 
friend Andy Francis and everyone at Evergreen KIA for providing the VIP treat-
ment and making this fun evening possible! Go Bulls!

  Making Winter warm  with a little help from our friends in the community

Many thanks to the southside and to 19th Ward Alderman Matt O’Shea for their 
wonderful support at the Misericordia Bakery/Gift Shop pop-up event at the 
Beverly Arts Center in December. The sale was a huge success thanks to the efforts 
of Alderman Matt O’Shea, the Beverly Arts Center, Jim Smith, Marty Joyce, Kris 
McDonell and many volunteers. Pictured above: Matt O’Shea, Amy W., and Maika 
B. put finishing touches on their display.

photo: Courtesy of The Beverly Review



This group of Misericordia Hawks fans started the new year off right with a great time at 
the NHL annual outdoor Winter Classic at the University of Notre Dame where the Chicago 
Blackhawks played the Boston Bruins. Thank you to the Chicago Blackhawks for providing 
such a fun and exciting day! 

Marathon sign-up has begun!
The 2019 Bank of America Chicago 
Marathon is Sunday, October 13, 2019. 
Choose Misericordia as your charity 
and be part of the Heartracers! 
■ Runners commit to raising a mini- 
  mum of $1,750.
■ All Heartracers will receive a race day 
  dri-fit team t-shirt.
■ A “meet and greet” will be held for all 
  registered Heartracers (date TBA).
■ Heartracers may participate in a  
  training program through Clocktower  
  Runners (www.clocktowerrunners.org)  
  at no charge.
■ Misericordia will have a designated 
   location at the Marathon on race day  
  for runners and family to gather (TBA).
■ Misericordia is set up online with  
  FirstGiving so that runners can design  
  their own personal fundraising page.
If you are interested in joining the team 
or need additional information, please 
contact Martha Floberg, Development 
Officer at 773-273-4125 or marthaf@
misericordia.com

Misericordia residents celebrate another victory with the Loyola Rambler’s Men’s Basketball team and Sister 
Jean! Thanks so much to Loyola University Chicago for their continued support of our residents. Go Ramblers!

Friday, March 8, 2019

Hilton Oak Brook Hills Resort 
3500 Midwest Road 

Oak Brook, IL
events.org/misohwhatanight

Misericordia Womens League

April 12 
Women’s Auxiliary 

Spring Evening  
Fashion Event 

For more information visit: www.misericordiawomensauxiliary.org



March 8 | Oh What a Night!  
Women’s League Benefit 

events.org/misohwhatanight

March 16 | St. Patrick’s Day Party 
stpats@misericordia.com

April 12 | Women’s Auxiliary 
Spring Fashion Event 

misericordiawomensauxiliary.org

April 14 | Junior Board  
Springtime Shuffle 

graceg@misericordia.com

April 26-27 | Candy Days 
candydays@misericordia.com

May 21 | The Artist In All  
(on Tuesday this year) 
www.artistinall.org

June 10 | Bums Golf Outing 
kevin@misericordia.com

MISERICORDIA | 6300 North Ridge Avenue, Chicago, IL 60660 | 773-973-6300 | misericordia.org

Misericordia is a residential facility serving children and adults with intellectual, developmental and physical disabilities from diverse ethnic, religious, racial and 
socioeconomic backgrounds. A not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization, Misericordia is operated by the Sisters of Mercy under the auspices of the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Chicago. Misericordia is located at 6300 N. Ridge, Chicago, IL 60660, 773-973-6300. You can find Misericordia on the internet at misericordia.com. The Misericordia 
Newsletter is published quarterly. Please send any comments about the newsletter to kathyw@misericordia.com or to 6300 N. Ridge Ave., Chicago, IL 60660. If you 
would like to add, remove or change your contact information on the newsletter mailing list, please contact Peter Behle at 773-273-2768 or peterb@misericordia.com.

Please join the Misericordia Siblings Association (SIBS) for 
the twenty-second annual The Artist in All event at the Mod-
ern Wing of the Art Institute of Chicago on Tuesday, May 21. 
Misericordia’s artists and co-chairs Erica Halleran Barlow and 
Tom Halleran are hard at work getting ready for the big night! 
Tickets will be on sale in early April at misericordia.com. 

Please contact Lois Gates at loisg@misericordia.com  
for 2019 sponsorship opportunities. 

The practice of asking for donations to a favorite charity to 
commemorate the death of a loved one is very thoughtful. In 
the past few months, such requests have resulted in donations 
that benefit Misericordia. We thank those benefactors and their 
families, and respectfully ask that you remember them in your 
thoughts and prayers.
Suzanne E. Ahlberg; Allison Mary 
Amato; Virginia M. Antunes; Melvin 
Benakovich; Mary Benka; Evlyn 
D. “Evie” Betar; Rody Patterson 
Biggert; Michael J. “Lou” Brown; 
Margery Cross Buckingham; Arthur 
L. Capra; John F. Coaker; Ruth W. 
Collins; Michael Corvo, Sr.; John T. 
Crilly; Don Dando; Marilyn Cassidy 
Dixon; Andre H. Dobzyn; Donald P. 
Doherty; Daniel David Dunlap; Mary 
L. Finato; Ruth C. Floberg; Mary 
Ann Foley; Rachel “Randy” Gib-
bons; Frances L. “Mickey” Glowaki; 
Elaine “Lee” Granell; Deborah 
Price Gundersen; John Francis 
Hechinger; Edward H. Hegarty; 
Margaret Henry; Martha K. Heraty; 
James Francis Huening; Barbara 
M. Hull; Barbara A. Humenik; Gitta 
K. Jacobs; Maurice B. Johnson; 
Rosemary T. Kelly; Glenn Ray 
Koch; Julia M. Kveton-Vyleta; Paul 
E. Lawler, Sr., M.D.; Jennifer I. 
Lenz; Mary Alice Lindquist; Frank B. 

Lowinski; Mary I. Mahoney; Marian 
T. Malinowski; James T. Mangan; 
John E. McParland; Joanne T. 
McPhillips; Juliette C. Mechnig; 
Ronald Michael Miniat; Nancy M. 
Miriani; Yedward Mkrtschjan; David 
F. Mullane; Juleann “Judy” Nolan; 
John Robert “Jack” O’Connell; Jea-
nette Elizabeth O’Connor; Dr. Philip 
R. O’Connor; Clara P. Olas; James 
J. O’Mahoney; John W. Ostrem; 
Irene B. Pankau; Arthur R. Phillips; 
Robert T. Reedy; Rose Marie Ryan; 
John Charles Sabbia; Patrick C. 
Schaefer; Shirley A. Scott; Clifford 
John Seul; Elizabeth “Betsy” Shel-
ven; Katherine “Karen” Sokol; Pa-
tricia D. Stich; Donald Louis Storto, 
Sr.; Gerald J. “Jerry” Tazic; Robert 
E. Tempel; Frank J. Trojan, Jr.; Hon. 
Thomas M. Tucker; Rosalie H. Von 
Wahlde; Phyllis C. Weiss; Alyce 
Joyce Wiedner; Martha C. Wyatt; 
Matthew F. ZorichS
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Misericordia’s Junior 
Board brought rival 
Loyola Academy and 
New Trier High School 
Hockey Clubs together 
in December to host a 
fundraising event for 
our Junior Board, “Play-
ing for a Purpose.” Their 
annual Quad Header 
tournament raised over 
$18,000 for Misericordia! 
If you are interested in 
joining this great group, 
contact graceg@miseri-
cordia.com.

The Artist in All 2019 is magic in the making!

P.J. and Junior Board member Marie Ponzi hanging 
out with Santa (Patrick Weimer) at the Junior Board 
holiday party.

Hockey Club rivals Patrick Weimer from Loyola Academy and Cray Taylor 
from New Trier High School presented Misericordia with a generous check 
from their “Playing for a Purpose” fundraising event.


