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The show went on! In the face 
of drenching rain and delays, the 
Misericordia family rallied on Sep-
tember 11 to present our first Family 
Fest in two years. Although many 
friends and family were understandably 
unable to attend in person, their  

 

support was felt! Because of the careful 
planning and hard work of countless 
donors, volunteers and staff, we can still 
call the day a success!

Thank you to our wonderful friends 
at S&C Electric Company who pro-
vided the parking for the day. We also 
thank Andy Francis of Evergreen KIA 
for the car raffle donation of a 2022 KIA 

Forte — and the Greco family for 
steering the Cash Raffle. Thanks 
to John Tortorello and his grounds 
crew for supervising the set-up 
and clean-up in such a difficult 
situation. 

We are so grateful to our Cor-
porate Donors for their ongoing 
support of programs that benefit 
the residents of Misericordia. And 
THANK YOU to Sister Rosemary, 
Father Jack Clair and Lois Gates 

for their leadership in the belief that the 
residents of Misericordia deserve a “life 
worth living” — even when it rains!

FAMILY FEST 2022
Family Fest returned in 
September with a day 
of singing, laughter 
and dancing in the rain.

The Greco Family

Andy Francis
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Dearest Supporter and Friend, 
The most beautiful Fall colors in years is a 
quote from the Tribune. Campus is beauti-
ful as it is every Fall, but the colors are 
beautiful this year. We are so lucky to have 
this magnificent campus and home.

I wish all of the world and particularly 
Chicago, would have so much beauty. So 
many of our neighbors and staff continue to 
face so many challenges in life, that some 
of the beauty can be lost. We can focus on 
only the bad and the dividing news that we 

hear every day. That is no way to live. The Good Lord gave us the gift 
of this beautiful world and we should treasure it!

I continue to have meetings individually with our staff. They 
remind me of the beauty of the World. They are loving people who 
care very deeply about our residents. I am so impressed with their 
love and their commitment. They are a blessing to all of us that have 
family members here.

The beauty of our world can also be seen in so many other things 
connected to Misericordia. The Women’s Board and their Ball were 
extraordinary. All of our volunteers are amazing. The artwork being 
created for the Artist in All, simply beautiful. Preparations for all of the 
Christmas events give beautiful hope to us all. The residents and their 
smiles are each day’s gifts. We are a truly blessed community.

My deepest thanks for your support of our little effort to create a 
beautiful world. As you enjoy the colors of this Season, please think 
and pray for us here at Misericordia. Your support gives us great cour-
age and hope. Thank you so much and God Bless You!

Fr, Jack

Dear Family and Friends,
Into every life a little rain must fall – and that 
was certainly true on the day of our Sept.11  
Family Fest. But it wasn’t just a little rain! We 
were very excited to get Family Fest back in 
person, and despite the inclement weather, 
thousands joined us to celebrate Misericor-
dia’s children and adults. As the Holiday 
Season approaches, we are getting ready to 
welcome thousands of guests, who through 
the years have joined us to celebrate and do 
their Holiday shopping at Misericordia’s Gift 
Shop. It is official, we are back!

Many groups have done so much these past months to help 
Misericordia achieve our fundraising goals, and for that we thank 
you! The Heart Links Golf Committee, the Family Fest Committee, 
our Women’s Auxiliary and Women’s Golf Outing Committees, the Chi-
cago Marathon Heartracers, and most recently, our Women’s Board 
Heart of Mercy Ball Committee. Each group has gone beyond our 
expectations to support and share Misericordia’s mission.

As we continue to care for our current residents and take steps to 
expand, Misericordia is always in need of caring and competent staff. 
Please spread the word to your family and friends about our wide 
range of job opportunities. We provide competitive salaries, wonderful 
benefits, and an opportunity to make a difference in the lives of God’s 
most vulnerable people.

In closing, know we pray that you and all those you love continue 
to be in good health. We look forward to seeing many of you at one of 
our Holiday events on campus! Until then, may God be with you and 
yours throughout this beautiful season of Autumn and the blessings of 
Christmas that will soon follow.
In loving gratitude,

Misericordia’s Leadership Team (Back row) Geana Connelly, Sharon Keane, Tina Stendardo, Scott Thompson, Michael Diaz, Joseph Ferrara, Ashley Hespen, Chris Hegg 
Krackenburger, Valerie Freil and Carol Hawley. Front row Mary Pat O’Brien, Lois Gates, Sister Rosemary Connelly, Fr. Jack Clair, and Kevin Connelly. (Inset, Denise Tigges)



Misericordia was happy to welcome State Senators Julie Morrison (far left);  
Laura Murphy (center); Lobbyist Stephanie Vojas Taylor (R. of center) and their 
colleagues for a morning of service followed by lunch with Sister Rosemary. 
Thank you for visiting! 

DSP WEEK was celebrated in September to thank our amazing workforce for the 
wonderful care they give to the residents of Misericordia. Being a Direct Service 
Professional is truly more than “just a job.” For the steadfast professionalism  
and compassion shown during these most challenging times and for helping to  
make Misericordia such a special place every day, we are proud to honor you!

After Black Friday and Cyber Monday… 
It’s Giving Tuesday! November 29, 2022

A Very Special Opportunity to Match Your Gift to Misericordia by the 
Coleman Foundation! 
Every gift (on or offline) we receive of $225 or more on Giving Tuesday, 
November 29, 2022, will receive a $225 match from our friends at the 
Coleman Foundation, up to $12,500 cumulatively.

HAVE YOU REMEMBERED  
MISERICORDIA  

IN YOUR ESTATE PLAN?
Bequests and other planned gifts are an  
important source of funds to assure the 
continuation and growth of Misericordia. 
If you want to learn more about ways to 
include Misericordia in your estate plan, 
please call or email:

Bob Bourke at 773-273-4173  
robertb@misericordia.com  

You can also learn more by visiting  
the Planned Giving page at  

www.misericordia.com.

C H A L L E N G E  G R A N T

CONGRATULATIONS HEARTRACERS!

Race Day was a winner as our Heartracers gathered to represent Misericordia at the 2022 Bank of America  
Chicago Marathon. To find out about joining the 2023 Chicago Marathon Misericordia Heartracers, contact 
Martha Floberg, Development Officer at 773-273-4125 or marthaf@ misericordia.com.

P L A N N E D  G I V I N G

Please help us reach our Challenge Grant Goal!
We have an Anonymous, end-of-the-year Challenge Grant. A 
very kind and generous couple has challenged Misericordia’s 
friends and supporters.

Every gift we receive by the end of this year will be matched 
dollar for dollar up to a specified amount. By sending your gift 
today, you can double its value! Be sure to spread the word to 
family and friends who would like to support Misericordia.

Start the season of giving with a gift to 
Misericordia Heart of Mercy. Thank You!



$25,000 + Grand Sponsors
Anonymous 

Chicagoland Truck Rental 
Susan & Gary Garrabrant 
The Hartemayer Family 

Illinois Wireless Association 
Jewel Osco 

Laborer’s District Council  
Charitable Foundation 

The Lock Up Self Storage/ 
Connie & Bob Soudan 

The Loeffel Epilepsy Foundation
The Niciforo Family 

Sheet Metal Workers LU 73 
Fred B. Snite Foundation 

The Walsh Group 
Bob Wetoska 

$10,000 + Sponsors
Air Duct Cleaners 

Fred B. Barbara Investments 
Beam Legal Team LLC 
Bernadette & Joe Boyle 

Bruno and Tim’s Lounge ($20,000+) 
Calabrese Family ($12,500) 

ComEd 
Philip H. Corboy  

Foundation ($15,000) 
Core Mechanical ($15,000) 

Ivo & Denise Cozzini 
Catherine Dudley MD 

Flood Brothers 
Edward J. Flynn 

Thomas J. Higgins Company 
JJK Financial Enterprises 

In Memory of Tommy Maher (Joseph 
Maher/West Hempfield Self Storage 

MAT Leasing ($15,000) 
With Love from 

Christy McNerney’s Family 
MFA

The Mortensen Family 
The Para-Daly Foundation 

Ann Parsons 
Cathy & John Peterman  

Family ($20,000) 
Polk Bros. Foundation ($15,000) 

Remy Family Foundation 
Kathryn Rezek DDS 

Kenneth & Debra Soudan ($21,000) 
Joyce & Willy Veldman 
$5,000 + Sponsors

Silverio & Teresita Agujar 
American Foods Group ($8,000)

The Arundel Family 
John & Diana Bailey 

The Bauman/Gianni Family 
Bigane Paving 

William Blair/ Brian Marshall 
Amy & Paul Carbone 

Carpenter’s Local Union 58 

Maryclaire Collins  
In Honor of Delia Collins 

Susan Ditzler 
The Early Family 

Virginia L. Eck 
The Bill Gainer Family 

The Giampoli Family Foundation 
Goldman Sachs Gives/Chris Keogh 

Maurice and Dianna Gordon 
The Grano/Semla Families ($6,000)

Home Run Inn Pizza ($7,400) 
Kronos/Grecian Delight 
Lakeshore Beverage 

The Family of David Marshall 
David Mittleman MD 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Morrison 
The Andrew Myers Family 

Brian & Carol Ofenloch 
Family of John H.  

& Margaret M. Pittroff
Shoreline Marine Company 

Specialized Staffing Solutions, Inc. 
Paula & Scott Tomasik 
Chester & Heidi Trocha 

$2,500 + Sponsors
Amina Grace Memorial Fund 

Rich & Margaret Babjak 
BBM Packing Company 
The Dana Beaty Family 
Boxed Water is Better 

John & Denise Bohn 
The Boyd Family 

C &C Power 
Jim & Mary Claus 

Columbus Vegetable Oil 
Devanco ($3,500) 
The Dralle Family 

The Family of Michael  
& Margaret Durkin 
The Ellis Family for  
Marianne Buckley 
Don & Ann Falls 

Dennis & Lois Gates 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Geller 
Dr. Robert F. Girgis DDS 

The Green Family 
Dr. David Hegg 

Peter Higgins Law 
Leone Hinzman 

HKM Architects + Planners 
Holy Spirit Missionary Sisters 

Megan Honda 
Terese & Jeffery Iwamuro 

Holly Jennings 
Jennings Chevrolet & Volkswagen 

Julie Knapp, In Honor 
of Marianne Buckley 
Koch Foods ($2,800) 

John Kofler 
Madden Funds Management 

Lou Manfredini 

Raffle Greco more photos

FAMILY FEST 2022



Robert Martin 
Laura & Luigi Mazzenga 

Midwest Lighting Inc. 
Miniat Inc. ($4,000) 

Misericordia SIBS ($3,000) 
Rick & Connie Nash 
Susan Nesbitt Family 

Oliva Inc ($4,000) 
Joe O’Neil 

Anne Peterhans Family ($2,700) 
Honorable Daniel J. Pierce 

Powering Chicago 
(IBEW #134/NECA) 

Lorrie R ($3,000) 
The Ramirez Family ($3,000) 

In Memory of  
John & Mickey Resch ($3,000) 

Samatas Premium 
Schultz, Inc. 

Signature Bank 
Softer Lite Window 

Hugo & Elena Sonnenschein 
Vienna Sausage 

The Wilson Family 
Dr. & Mrs. Edward B. J. Winslow 

The Wortel Family 
The Walter Zegers Family 

$1,000 + Sponsors
The Abbey Resort 

In Honor of  
Misericordia Administration 

J B Alberto 
Ancient Order of  

Hibernians Division 32 
Anonymous 

S J Bacik Construction Company 
Belson Steel Center Scrap 

June & Marvin Bloom 
Bob Bourke 

Catie Brashears Family 
Marty & Katie Bredemann 

Bredemann Toyota 
Martin Brower Company 

Patty & Doug Bruno 
C & K Trucking 

Glenn & Elyse Cabin 
Carl Buddig 

Shin-Yew & Mei-Ying Chen 
Chicago Area LECET 

Chicago Select ($2,000) 
Children’s Care &  

Development Center 
Corfu Foods 
Peter Crist 

Lisa & Barry Cruse 
Peter & Kathleen Cullen-Conway 

Devon Bank 
Donovan Food Brokerage 

Blair & Lisa Faber 

Focus Sales & Marketing Inc. 
Mary Jo & Bill Gallaher 

Jeff Giovannetti 
Mary & Jack Glynn 

Gonnella Baking Company ($2,000) 
Tim & Wendy Grano 

Great Lakes Advisors/Tom Kiley 
GreenState Credit Union 

Steven Hersh MD 
The Dan Houlihan Family 

Arthur Hurter 
Joe & Sally Koebel 

Lake County Tool Works North Inc/ 
The Dodich Family 

Lando Lakes 
In Memory of Therese Loftus 

The Lombard Company 
The Lunkes Family 

Jerome Maher 
Mahoney, Crowe Goldrick & Cannon, 

PC ($1,500) 
Mar’s Resort 

Timothy J. McDonough MD (2,000) 
McMahon Foods ($2,000) 

Eileen McNamara 
Joseph Messer MD 
The Michels Family 

The Family of Mackenzie Moore 
Mid-America Carpenters 

Regional Council 

Everett & Jean Miller 
In loving memory of 
Jack & Peg Moriarty 
Mullen Law Offices 

Multiple Concrete Accessories 
Neil & Cathy Murphy 

My Food Guy 
Newly Weds Foods 

Timothy & Anne O’Leary 
Ozzy Pops ($2,200) 

The David Peloquin Family 
Pepsi America ($2,000) 

Premier Produce ($1,500) 
Projex Inc. 

Randolph Packing Company 
In Honor of Megan Rooney 

Greg Ruffini 
Smuckers 

Standard Provision 
Tina Stiefel 

Sudekum, Cassidy & Shulruff 
Sysco ($1,500) 

In Honor of Wayne Taveggia 
U S Foods ($2,000) 

The Viswanathan Family 
Herb & Monica Volker 

Suzan Wells 
Stephen R. Wetoska & Family 

J. Nelson Wood
The Ziesemer Family

Raffle Greco more photos

THANK YOU SPONSORS!



The mood in the International Ball-
room of the Hilton Chicago was jubilant  
on October 15 when the Misericordia 
Women’s Board welcomed guests to the 
first in-person Heart of Mercy Ball in 
two years. 

“Hearts + Home United!” brought 
a generous community together to 
honor our 2022 honorees and support 
the second home to the more than 600 
residents at Misericordia. This year the 

Women’s Board primary fundraising 
focus is on an exciting new three-acre 
residential development on Thome 
Avenue, south of the main campus. This 
development, named Sister Rosemary 
Park, will reach out to families on our 
waiting list. Much gratitude goes to our 
sponsors, underwriters, attendees, vol-
unteers, and the many donors from near 
and far who contributed to the most 
successful Ball yet! 

Platinum Sponsors
The Family of Tricia McGee 
With love and appreciation  

for Sister Rosemary
Ed McGowan and Family 

In honor of Sister Rosemary Connelly,  
Residents and Staff

Gold Sponsors
The Christopher & Catherine Cassin Family

Sterling Bay
Wintrust - Ed & Dorothy Wehmer

Silver Sponsors
Corboy & Demetrio

Philip H. Corboy Foundation
Corcoran Family Foundation &  
R.J. O’Brien & Associates LLC

Kent & Liz Dauten
Mrs. Virginia L. Eck
Midwest Mechanical
Sharon & Tom Taylor

Congratulations to honorees (Back Row) Dorothy & Ed Wehmer, 
Wintrust Bank, Marcy O’Keeffe Twardak, and (Lower Right) Ed 

McGowan, pictured with Sister Rosemary and Father Jack.

Thank you for your leadership! 
(Pictured from left) Board President Sharon Taylor, Ball  

Co-chairs Julie Carpenter and Ann O’Hara, and  
President Elect Meg Fiorenza.

Frank O’Hara and the 
Heartbreakers singing 

and signing!

Thanks to the Misericordia Heartbreakers and 
Charlie Carpenter for great entertainment!

Platinum Sponsors  
The  Michael and Ann Marie McGee family

Misericordia Women’s Board President 
Sharon Taylor

Cardinal Blase Cupich Rocking the Conga line! Stacy and (emcee) Rob Johnson 
Thanks Rob!

Heart of Mercy Ball 2022MISERICORDIA WOMEN’S BOARD

Photographs by Robert Kusel  |  www.robertkusel.com 



Heart Links Invitational

FRIDAY,  
FEBRUARY 10, 
2023

View the Chicago Auto Show before the public opening while supporting 
Misericordia! Your ticket will gain entrance to the Misericordia reception 
and Auto Show Gala.

MISERICORDIA WOMEN’S AUXILIARY

This year’s annual Heart Links Invita-
tional at Shoreacres Golf Club was a day 
to celebrate as the phenomenal Heart 
Links Committee (pictured) again hosted 
a group of avid golfers and friends. We 
thank our dedicated sponsors (pictured 
below), and all who attended for rais-
ing significant funds for Misericordia’s 
expansion plans and programs. We look 
forward to seeing everyone again next 
summer to celebrate this amazing event!

For corporate package information, 
please contact Vanja St. Clair 

vanjastclair6@gmail.com  (312) 213-7999

To purchase tickets, visit www.misericordiawomensauxiliary.org

Many companies provide 
a matching gift when an 
employee contributes to a  
favorite charity. 
To see if your company  
will match your gift to  
Misericordia, visit
misericordia.com/donate/ 
matching-gifts/   
or contact your company’s  
Human Resources Department.

M AT C H I N G  G I F T S

For more information,  
please contact Martha Floberg,  

Development Officer 
marthaf@misericordia.com | 773-273-4125.

YOU MAY BE ABLE TO DOUBLE 
 OR TRIPLE YOUR IMPACT WITH A 

GIFT TO MISERICORDIA!
Thank you for your support! (From left) Auxiliary President, Tracy Winslow 
and Event Co-chairs Rachel Schulenburg, Claudia Miquelon and Megan 
Lassman



MISERICORDIA | 6300 North Ridge Avenue, Chicago, IL 60660 | 773-973-6300 | misericordia.org

November 16 | The Artist in All
Art Institute of Chicago

December 4 , 11, 18 
Christmas Brunches

JMRC, Lois Gates Courtyard Inn & Hogan

February 10 | First Look for Charity 
www.misericordiawomensauxiliary.org/

March 17 | Heart of Gold
www.heartofgoldbenefit.org

April 28-29 | Candy Days
www.misericordia.com

SA
VE

 T
HE

 D
AT

E

Alice L. Amato; Harry Anderson; William A.  
Bates; Kenneth A. Bender; Susan D. Bertram; 
Nancy Bishop; Corinne A. Blackman; Frank 
J. Bornhofen; Carol A. Boyd; Margaret Boyle; 
Mary Brosnan; Mary M. Burke; Annie T. Butler; 
Catherine Butler; Mary Jane Cascino; Francis J. 
Chambers; John J. Condon; John J. Considine; 
Irma P. Dralle; Leota M. Egger; Eileen C. 
Elward; Marilyn Engstrom; Daniel Finnegan; 
Catherine A. Flynn; William Foley; Keith B. Fox; 
Daniel P. Giblin; Patricia A. Glynn; Francis 
X. Golniewicz; James J. Gorman; Patricia 
Gorzycki; John J. Grady; Louis T. Grande; Mary 
M. Green; Maureen Griffin; Matthew Halpin; 
Brayden Helvey; Scheherazade Higgins; Nancy 
Hines; Josephine A. Isaacson; Jean A. Johnson; 
Joyce Kentra; Richard H. Klinkenberg; Peter 
F. Koch; Colette Krajcir; Eugene Kucharski; 
Kathleen M. Kummer; Pam La Varre; Timothy 
E. Leahy; Rosemary Lump; Mary M. Lunkes; 
Kathleen M. Malinger; Gloria J. Marino; Thomas 
J. McElligott; Patrick J. McKenna; Brian J. 
McKiernan; Jean J. Mikrut; James M. Moore; 
Robert T. Newman; James F. Novotny; Frances 
M. O’Brien; Mary Pat O’Connor; Eileen Ouimet; 
Mary Carol Palmer; Justine W. Price; William F. 
Reilly; John W. Rowe; Marie H. Schmit; Eugene 
Schneider; Jean T. Schordje; Daniel W. Schroeder; 
Anna M. Scott; Eleanor Shevlin O’Donnell; 
Thomas E. Small; Stephen A. Snakard; Carol 
Soudan; Maureen D. Stauffer; Janet Thomas; 
Joanne Tyrrell; Louis P. Vitullo; Charles W. 
Walters; Gilda Wrenn; Rita Zalesky 

The practice of asking for donations to a  
favorite charity to commemorate the death 
of a loved one is very thoughtful. In the past 
few months, such requests have resulted in 
donations that benefit Misericordia. We thank 
those benefactors and their families, and  
respectfully ask that you remember them in 
your thoughts and prayers.

The Misericordia Women’s Golf Outing returned in September with a happy day of golf and a 
delicious lunch at Oak Park Country Club. This year’s event was held in loving memory of Mary A. Ryan. Our 
deepest thanks go out to the Ryan sisters and the Women’s Golf Committee for raising awareness and funds 
for the residents of Misericordia in Mary’s honor.   (Above) The family of Mary A. Ryan with Sister Rosemary 
and Lois Gates

Misericordia is a residential facility serving children and adults with intellectual, developmental and physical disabilities from diverse ethnic, religious, racial and socioeco-
nomic backgrounds. A not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization, Misericordia is operated by the Sisters of Mercy under the auspices of the Catholic Archdiocese of Chicago. 
Misericordia is located at 6300 N. Ridge, Chicago, IL 60660, 773-973-6300. You can find Misericordia on the Internet at misericordia.com. The Misericordia Newsletter is 
published quarterly. Please send any comments about the newsletter to kathyw@misericordia.com or to 6300 N. Ridge Ave., Chicago, IL 60660. If you would like to add, 
remove or change your contact information on the newsletter mailing list, please contact Jack Mayer at 773-273-2768 or jmayer@misericordia.com.

(Above) John Wrenn, Kevin Connelly and Hugh 
Connolly.

(Left) Gerry Corcoran, Denise Cozzini and  
Maureen Corcoran.

Summer Benefit Concert  
for Misericordia! The sold-out benefit 
concert on September 1 at picturesque  
Theater on the Lake Restaurant was a great 
way to close out the summer. The evening 
also featured the amazing band Tributosaurus 
and delicious food from our friends at 
Smoque BBQ. Special thanks to Maggie  
& John Wrenn and Theater On The Lake,  
as well as our generous sponsors, committee 
members and 650+ friends in attendance! 

In Loving Memory


